May 5, 2010

State Board of Education

1430 N Street, Room 5111

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Draft Model School Library Standards
Dear Board Members:

School libraries *do* make a difference and that difference is measurable in higher test scores. [1] Strong school libraries help all students succeed regardless of socio-economic factors. [2]

School library standards will ensure strong school libraries [3] with standards for student learning and guidelines for library programs. At a time when California’s public schools and students lag way behind, these library standards will catapult us way ahead. And other states will follow our lead.  

The University Association of the University of California, Computer Using Educators (CUE), California School Library Association, and California PTA all endorse these standards [3].

There is no fiscal impact from these standards, and they have been state mandated since the 1970s [3]. Please add the Draft Model School Library Standards to your July agenda and adopt them at that time.

Thank you,

Your Name
Casa Grande High School

Class of 20__

333 Casa Grande Road

Petaluma, CA 94954

Sources:

[1] California School Library Association. (2005, April). School Libraries Do Make a Difference Research Studies from 1993 to 2005 in Sixteen States. Retrieved May 5, 2010, from http://www.csla.net/pdf/Librarystudytable9_07.pdf
[2] Achterman, Ph.D., D. (2008, December). California’s School Libraries Make a Difference. Retrieved May 5, 2010, from http://caschoollibraries.pbworks.com/f/CA_School_Libraries_Count1.pdf
[3] California School Library Association. (n.d.). California Model School Library Standards–We Need You! Retrieved May 5, 2010, from http://www.csla.net/leg/pdf/CAModelSchoolLibaryStandards.pdf
