I-Search Computer Lab Instructions and 

Research Study Guide 2015
Name:  ________________________________
Teacher: ______________________


Follow these directions for using California Career Zone and answer the research guide questions as you explore the website. You are collecting information for your I-Search Research paper. 
Part 1:  Make Money Choices
1. Go to www.cacareerzone.org
2. Click on the green [image: image1.png]


 button to create a New Account.

· Write down your Username: ______________________ 
· Write down your Password: _______________________
3. Click on [image: image2.png]


   at the lower right area of the page. 

4. Go to Choose Your Lifestyle and click [image: image3.png]Budget how much money you'll need



 .

a. Imagine you are around 25 years old. You are finished with school and are working. Tell CareerZone where, in California, you would like to live. Enter a zip code or choose a county from the list. 

b. Answer each question to help you determine the lifestyle you want to have and how much it will cost you. Write the expected Minimal Annual Salary: ___________________________. When you are finished you can click [image: image4.png]View Occupations



to look at occupations that will support that lifestyle.

c. List three (3) occupations that interest you.  You can also bookmark them by clicking on the flag [image: image5.png]™ Bookmark



  in the upper right area of the page.

1) ________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________

3) ________________________________________________

Part 2:  Assess Yourself 
1. Click on [image: image6.png]Explore



 at the top of the screen.

2. [image: image14.png]View Occupations



[image: image15.png]™ Bookmark



Click on Interest Profiler. This section will help you to define and rank your interests. It will then list occupations that might satisfy your interests. Read all of the instructions. Answer all of the questions. 
   Then click on 



. Bookmark occupations of interest by clicking on the flag

3. Next you will define and rank some of your values by choosing what is important to you in a future occupation.  After you have completed the Interest Profiler click on Explore at the top of the screen.

a. Click on Work Importance Profiler.
b. Click on [image: image7.png]


  to start a new Work Importance Profiler.
c. Read all of the instructions and rank your values.  

d. After you have finished, read the definitions of your work values on the right of the screen.  Write down your work values in the order they appear, 1 - 6.

1) __________________________________
2) __________________________________
3) __________________________________
4) __________________________________
5) _________________________________
6) _________________________________
Part 3:  Explore Occupations and Education Required 
1. Click on  [image: image8.png]View Occupations




2. Click on several job titles and explore.  Or go up to the top of the page where it says “Hi” and click View Profile to find your bookmarked occupations.
3. You may also scroll down to see if there are [image: image9.png]Similar Occupations
Y P:



 to investigate.
4. Pick one occupation that is very appealing to you. List the occupation your are investigating here: _____________________ Read What They Do.  List the things that interest you the most.
5. Read about the Things They Need To Know.  List those that seem most interesting to you.
6. Read about the Things They Need To Be Able To Do.  List those things that you would be able to do with the right training and education.
7. What is the [image: image10.png]vﬂ’ Education Required



 for the job you are researching?
8. What do most people with this job earn in [image: image11.png]$ Wages



 ?_________________________________________
9. List three [image: image12.png]“% Common College Majors



 that can help prepare you for this job.



1) 



2) 



3) 
10. Select a College Major that interests you and click on the institutions [image: image13.png]


link at the upper right area of the screen.
11. Select an institution from the list. What did you learn about the school and its students? Write whether or not you would like to go there and give reasons why or why not. 
12. What do you think will be the most challenging aspect of pursuing this career?
Exploring Beyond the California Career Zone 
· There are many other College and Career websites listed on the CGHS website at http://www.casagrandehighschool.org/pages/Casa_Grande_High_School/Counseling_Resources/7746760196347288578/College_Visits/College_exploration.  
· If you did not find programs or institutions that offer your college major, copy and paste the name of the major into a Google search by adding the words “college major” at the end.
· www.collegeprowler.com is like Yelp for colleges.  It shows opinions about universities and colleges posted by current and former college students.
· www.cappex.com  is a scholarship search engine that also has a college search feature.
· www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org and www.act.org/collegesearch are free college search websites offered by the SAT and ACT testing companies
· http://www.dir.ca.gov/das

HYPERLINK "http://www.dir.ca.gov/das/ibuiltit/" \h
/ibuiltit

HYPERLINK "http://www.dir.ca.gov/das/ibuiltit/" \h
/ has a database where you can explore apprenticeship opportunities.  There’s also has a link you can follow for explanations of various crafts,  http://www.calapprenticeship.org/.
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